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‘This exhibition gives us all an opportunity to 
appreciate different art forms and by doing that we 
can surely learn to understand each other’s 
personality’ HRH The Duchess of Gloucester, 
opening the first exhibition of the Young 
Commonwealth Artists in March 1959 


The Young Commonwealth Artists 
‘Je suis de mon temps’ Daumier 


Since the invention of the steam engine, 
communications have caused the world to become 
smaller and smaller. The incessant motion of man, 
his products and his ideas, around the earth has 
become an integral element of our daily scene. 
We are in danger, however, of forgetting that it 
is not a constant motion but a continually 
developing one. Racial, cultural and geographical 
divisions are being rendered obsolete and — 
show signs of interpenetration 

Man’s constant trafficking has brought him into a 
giant melting pot of ideas which inevitably contain 
large areas of confusion and contradiction, but which 
promise him the only means of understanding 
himself and his neighbour. We can no longer live in 
isolation of the other man’s ideas. Nor can we 
remain unaware of his problems 

Because of their concern with the task of orientation 
in a world of changing values, their belief in the 
equality of man, and their interest in the attitudes of 
others who come from different cultural and 
geographical environments, a group of art students 
from various parts of the Commonwealth have 
formed a group in London which provides exemplary 
proof that people of different races can meet on free, 
equal and mutually stimulating terms | 

This group, The Young Commonwealth Artists, is 
open to any art student from the Commonwealth 
who is studying in London. Each member has an 
equal voice and claim to equal responsibility in 
organisation. Meetings are held only once, 
sometimes twice a year, so that no feeling of a club 
can be engendered, and the member’s individuality 
is not threatened. An annual group exhibition is 
planned, open to all styles and attitudes. No member 
is compromised artistically, socially or politically by 
exhibiting 

The first exhibition opened by HRH The Duchess 
of Gloucester, was held in March 1959, in the 
building of the Royal Commonwealth Society who 
showed great kindness and sympathy to the group 

The Y.C. A were associated with the International 


exhibition ‘War on Want’ where a small selection of | Woodstock Gallery 
paintings were exhibited 16 Woodstock Street w1 Mayfair 4419 
Most of the works are for sale, and through a kind Daily 10 to 6 Saturday Io to! 


gesture of the Directors of the Woodstock Gallery, 
a 15% commission will be offered to the War on 
Want for the World Refugee Year 


Neil Stocker 
Janet Dawson 
Jerry Pethick 


Felicity Schwarz 
Gerry Richards 


William Charles Owusu 


Wendy Yeo 


Kulwant Aurora 


Neera Sen 


Shashi Mehra 
T. Lahiri 


Chia Wai Hon 
J. Lyeoh 


Barry Bates 
Jeanne Benseman 


Bill Culbert 


Australia 

1 Sculpture 
2 Drawing 

3 Drawing 
4 Lithograph 


Canada 


s Man instraightjacket 


6 Six small pieces 
7 Reclining figure 
8 Poster | 
9 Rose 


Ghana 


1o Pot 
11 Tile panel 


Hongkong 

12 Blue landscape 

13 Spring 

14 Reflections 

15 Still life with onions 
16 Still life at night 

17 The River 


18 Landscape with trees 


19 Woodcut woods 


India 

20 Still life I 

21 Still life I 

22 Indian street 

23 The gate 

24 Birds nest 

25 Still life 

26 Landscape 

27 Atan exhibition 


Singapore 
28 Street corner 
29 Antique room 


New Zealand 

30 Warwick Road 

31 Still life I 

32 Still life II 

33 Meveagissy I 

34 Meveagissy IV 

35 Meveagissy cherub 
26 Portrait 

37 London River 


Lucky Wadiri 
Anwar Shemza 
Mary Shemza 


Sam Songo 


Sam Ntiro 


Jonathan Kingdon 


Valerie Lee-Own 
Frank Bowling 


Jo James 


Barry Watson 


Diamond Bozas 


A. J. Darroll 


Nigeria 
38 Sculpture 


Pakistan 

39 Painting I 
40 Painting II 
41 Painting III 
42 Oak table 


Rhodesta 


43 Modern Rhodesia (lent by kind 
permission of Anglo- 
American Corp.) 


Tanganytha 

44 Celebration (lent by kind 
permission of Lord Faringdon) 

45 Moon bird 

46 Blind youth 

47 Head 

48 Servals playing 

49 Sketch 


West Indies ( British Guiana) 


5° Iris and narcissi 


~§1 Birth 


52 Life study 
§3 Drawing I 
§4 Drawing II 


Jamaica 

¢5 Left behind 
56 Head 

§7 On the beach 
58 Landscape 
59 Drawing 

60 Head 


South Africa 
61 Still life 

62 Two figures 
63 Potted palm 
64 Vivienne 


We hope that if this annual exhibition proves popular 
and worthy of the support of Commonwealth bodies 
concerned with the arts, it will be possible to send 
selections of works to Commonwealth capitals or 
cultural centres where the exhibition might acquaint 


in other countries 


young artists with the work of their contemporaries 


